
All Who Came Before: A Journey Through the
History of Emerald City Books
Nestled in the heart of Seattle's Capitol Hill neighborhood, Emerald City
Books has been a beloved destination for bookworms, literary enthusiasts,
and aspiring writers for over four decades. But the story of this iconic
bookstore extends far beyond its present-day existence, weaving together
a rich tapestry of characters, events, and literary milestones that have
shaped its unique character.

The Early Years: From Pulp to Poetry
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In 1979, amidst the grunge and alternative music scene that defined
Seattle, a young entrepreneur named Max Hawthorne opened a small
bookstore on Broadway Avenue. Initially named "Pulp Fiction," the store
specialized in used and rare books, particularly in the realms of science
fiction, fantasy, and mystery. With its eclectic collection and inviting
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atmosphere, Pulp Fiction quickly gained a loyal following among local
readers.

As the store's reputation grew, Hawthorne expanded the inventory to
include contemporary literature, poetry, and books by local authors. He
organized poetry readings and book signings, creating a vibrant literary hub
that attracted emerging and established writers alike. Among the notable
authors who graced Pulp Fiction's shelves were Ursula K. Le Guin,
Sherman Alexie, and Tom Robbins.

The Emerald City Era

In 1983, Pulp Fiction relocated to a larger space on Eighth Avenue and was
renamed Emerald City Books. This move coincided with a surge in
popularity for independent bookstores, and Emerald City Books quickly
established itself as one of the leading literary destinations in the Pacific
Northwest.

Under the leadership of Hawthorne and his passionate staff, Emerald City
Books developed a reputation for its knowledgeable and enthusiastic
booksellers, its expansive selection of books, and its unwavering
commitment to supporting local authors. The bookstore became a meeting
place for writers, readers, and literary organizations, hosting readings,
workshops, and writing groups.

Literary Luminaries and Literary Landscapes

Over the years, Emerald City Books has witnessed and played a role in
countless literary events and milestones. It was here that Sherman Alexie's
breakthrough novel, "Reservation Blues," was discovered. Ann Patchett



and Garth Stein launched their careers at the bookstore's open mics. And
in 2006, Emerald City Books was named the setting for David Foster
Wallace's last public speech.

The bookstore's unique character and literary significance have also
inspired works of fiction. In Charles Mudede's novel "The Book of My
Lives," Emerald City Books serves as the backdrop for a love story
between a young writer and an enigmatic woman. And in Maria Semple's
novel, "Where'd You Go, Bernadette," the bookstore features prominently in
the story of a missing mother and her family's search for her.

The Digital Revolution and Beyond

In the early 2000s, as the digital revolution began to reshape the publishing
industry, Emerald City Books faced challenges similar to those confronting
independent bookstores across the country. The rise of e-commerce and
the emergence of online retailers threatened traditional business models.

However, Emerald City Books adapted to the changing landscape by
embracing technology while maintaining its unwavering commitment to the
physical book. The store launched an online presence, offering a curated
selection of books and providing readers with access to virtual events and
book clubs. At the same time, the bookstore continued to invest in its
physical space, creating a welcoming and comfortable environment for
browsing and literary gatherings.

Today, Emerald City Books remains a vibrant and thriving literary
destination. It continues to host a wide range of events, including author
readings, workshops, and writing classes. The store also offers a robust
online presence, but its heart and soul lie in the physical space that has



fostered countless literary connections and inspired generations of readers
and writers.

Legacy and Impact

Emerald City Books has had a profound impact on the literary landscape of
Seattle and beyond. Its commitment to fostering literary culture, supporting
local authors, and providing a welcoming space for readers has had a
lasting legacy.

The bookstore has been a catalyst for literary innovation, helping to nurture
the talents of emerging writers and contribute to the vibrant literary scene of
the Pacific Northwest. It has also played a vital role in preserving the
physicality and social aspects of reading and writing, in an era when digital
technology threatens to replace traditional forms of literary engagement.

As Emerald City Books enters its fifth decade, it stands as a testament to
the enduring power of the physical bookstore. Amidst the changing tides of
technology and the challenges facing the publishing industry, the bookstore
continues to thrive as a beloved destination for book lovers and a beacon
of literary culture.
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