
How Luck Undermines Free Will And Moral
Responsibility
Unraveling the Complexities of Choice

The concept of free will is a cornerstone of our moral and legal systems.
We hold people responsible for their actions, assuming that they had the
freedom to choose otherwise. However, the notion of luck challenges this
assumption, raising questions about the true extent of our freedom and
moral accountability.

Hard Luck: How Luck Undermines Free Will and Moral
Responsibility by Neil Levy

4.1 out of 5

In his book, "How Luck Undermines Free Will And Moral Responsibility,"
philosopher Thomas Nagel explores this complex relationship. He argues
that luck plays a significant role in shaping our choices and actions,
undermining the traditional view of free will as an absolute capacity for self-
determination.

The Role of Luck in Our Choices
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Nagel identifies two main types of luck: brute luck and option luck. Brute
luck refers to events beyond our control that affect our lives, such as our
genetic makeup, upbringing, and the circumstances of our birth. Option
luck, on the other hand, refers to the choices we make and the
consequences that follow.

According to Nagel, both types of luck can influence our choices and
actions. Brute luck can limit our options, while option luck can lead to
unforeseen outcomes that we could not have predicted. For example, we
may choose to pursue a particular career path, but our success or failure
may depend on factors beyond our control, such as economic conditions or
the actions of others.

Challenging Traditional Notions of Free Will

Nagel's analysis of the role of luck challenges traditional notions of free will
as an absolute capacity for self-determination. He argues that our choices
are often influenced by factors beyond our control, which undermines the
idea that we are fully responsible for our actions.

This has significant implications for our moral and legal systems. If our
choices are not entirely free, then how can we hold people fully
accountable for their actions? Nagel suggests that we need to rethink our
concepts of responsibility and punishment in light of the influence of luck.

Moral Responsibility in a World of Luck

Despite the challenges to traditional notions of free will, Nagel does not
advocate for a complete abandonment of moral responsibility. He argues
that we can still hold people accountable for their actions, even if they were
influenced by luck.



Nagel proposes a nuanced approach to moral responsibility that takes into
account both the role of luck and the extent to which individuals can control
their choices. He argues that we should focus on the choices people make,
rather than the outcomes of those choices, when assessing their moral
responsibility.

Nagel's book, "How Luck Undermines Free Will And Moral Responsibility,"
is a thought-provoking exploration of the complex relationship between
luck, free will, and moral responsibility. He argues that luck plays a
significant role in shaping our choices and actions, challenging traditional
notions of free will as an absolute capacity for self-determination.

Nagel's analysis has important implications for our moral and legal
systems, as it forces us to rethink our concepts of responsibility and
punishment. However, despite the challenges to traditional notions of free
will, Nagel does not advocate for a complete abandonment of moral
responsibility. He argues that we can still hold people accountable for their
actions, even if they were influenced by luck.

Ultimately, Nagel's book invites us to confront the complexities of choice
and responsibility in a world shaped by both freedom and luck. It is a must-
read for anyone interested in the nature of human agency, the foundations
of morality, and the limits of our own control over our lives.
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