
Jockomo: The Native Roots of Mardi Gras
Indians
Nestled within the vibrant tapestry of New Orleans' Mardi Gras
celebrations, the Mardi Gras Indians captivate with their elaborate
costumes, infectious music, and enigmatic rituals. But beneath their vibrant
exterior lies a deep connection to Native American heritage, a story that
has been largely untold - until now.
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In the captivating book "Jockomo: The Native Roots of Mardi Gras Indians,"
Dr. Carolyn Kolb unravels this enigmatic relationship, tracing the evolution
of Mardi Gras Indians from their humble beginnings to their present-day
prominence. With meticulous research and captivating storytelling, Kolb
illuminates the ways in which African American and Native American
cultures have intertwined to create this unique and compelling tradition.

The Genesis of Jockomo
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The origins of the Mardi Gras Indians can be traced back to the 18th
century, when enslaved Africans in New Orleans found solace and kinship
in Native American cultures. These enslaved individuals adopted the
rituals, customs, and dress of Native American tribes as a means of cultural
preservation and resistance.

Influenced by the Creek, Cherokee, Apache, and other Native American
nations, enslaved Africans formed their own "tribes" known as "black
Indians." These tribes participated in Mardi Gras celebrations, performing
dances and songs that echoed their Native American counterparts.

Over time, the term "black Indians" evolved into "Mardi Gras Indians," and
these tribes became a distinct and integral part of New Orleans' Mardi Gras
tradition. Today, over 40 Mardi Gras Indian tribes thrive in the city, each
with its own unique customs, regalia, and chants.

Native American Influences

The influence of Native American traditions on Mardi Gras Indians is
evident in every aspect of their culture. Their elaborate costumes, adorned
with feathers, beads, and intricate designs, draw inspiration from Native
American regalia. The Mardi Gras Indian chants, known as "calls," mimic
the melodies and rhythms of Native American songs.

Rituals such as the "smoke dance," performed before Mardi Gras Day,
echo Native American purification ceremonies. The "flag dance," where
Indians wave colorful flags, represents the peace and unity among the
tribes.

Beyond Mardi Gras



The legacy of the Mardi Gras Indians extends far beyond the annual
celebration. Their presence has influenced New Orleans' musical
landscape, giving birth to the unique "Indian funk" genre. Their costumes,
with their intricate beadwork and elaborate headdresses, have become
works of art that are displayed in museums and galleries worldwide.

More importantly, Mardi Gras Indians have become symbols of cultural
resilience and pride. Through their traditions and performances, they
celebrate their African American and Native American heritage, bridging the
gap between two distinct cultures and creating a vibrant and inclusive
community.

A Captivating Journey

"Jockomo: The Native Roots of Mardi Gras Indians" is not just a book; it's a
captivating journey into the heart of a unique and vibrant culture. Through
Dr. Kolb's meticulous research, readers will gain a deep appreciation for the
origins, rituals, and symbolism that define the Mardi Gras Indians.

Whether you're a seasoned Mardi Gras enthusiast or simply fascinated by
the intersection of cultures, "Jockomo" is an essential read. It sheds light on
a hidden history, celebrating the resilience and creativity that have shaped
New Orleans' iconic Mardi Gras tradition.

Dive into "Jockomo: The Native Roots of Mardi Gras Indians" today and
discover the deep connections that weave together the fabric of this
extraordinary cultural phenomenon.
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