
Lockheed 117 Nighthawk Stealth Fighter: The
Ultimate Guide to the Black Jet
The Lockheed 117 Nighthawk Stealth Fighter is one of the most iconic and
technologically advanced aircraft in history. Its revolutionary design and
cutting-edge stealth technology have made it a legend in the world of
aviation. In this comprehensive guide, we will take an in-depth look at the
Lockheed 117 Nighthawk, exploring its development, design, and
operational history.
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Development and Design

The Lockheed 117 Nighthawk was developed in the 1970s by the
legendary Lockheed Martin Corporation. The project was top-secret, with
the first prototype aircraft being unveiled in 1981. The Nighthawk was
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designed to meet the USAF's need for a low-observable, high-performance
fighter that could penetrate enemy airspace undetected.

The Nighthawk's most distinctive feature is its stealth technology. The
aircraft's sleek, angular shape and radar-absorbent materials make it
extremely difficult for enemy radar to detect. Additionally, the Nighthawk's
exhaust system is designed to minimize infrared emissions, making it
difficult for heat-seeking missiles to target the aircraft.

Operational History

The Lockheed 117 Nighthawk entered service with the USAF in 1983. Its
first combat mission was during Operation Just Cause in Panama in 1989,
where it proved its effectiveness in destroying enemy targets with surgical
precision. The Nighthawk also played a key role in Operation Desert Storm
in 1991, where it flew over 1,300 combat missions and destroyed
numerous Iraqi targets.

The Nighthawk was retired from service in 2008 due to its high
maintenance costs and the development of more advanced stealth aircraft.
However, its legacy continues to inspire awe and wonder in aviation
enthusiasts around the world.

Features and Capabilities

The Lockheed 117 Nighthawk is a single-seat, single-engine fighter aircraft.
It features a distinctive diamond-shaped fuselage and a twin vertical tail.
The aircraft is powered by two General Electric F404 turbofan engines,
which give it a maximum speed of Mach 0.92.



The Nighthawk is equipped with a variety of weapons systems, including
the GAU-12 Equalizer cannon, AGM-65 Maverick missiles, and GBU-10
Paveway II laser-guided bombs. The aircraft's advanced avionics suite
includes a terrain-following radar, inertial navigation system, and a
computerized weapons delivery system.

Legacy

The Lockheed 117 Nighthawk Stealth Fighter was a groundbreaking aircraft
that revolutionized aerial combat. Its unique design and cutting-edge
technology have made it an icon in aviation history. The Nighthawk's legacy
continues to inspire engineers and pilots alike, and its story of innovation
and secrecy will captivate generations to come.

The Lockheed 117 Nighthawk Stealth Fighter is a true masterpiece of
aviation engineering. Its remarkable design, advanced technology, and
operational history have made it one of the most iconic and important
aircraft in history. If you are interested in learning more about this incredible
aircraft, be sure to check out Air Vanguard 16: Lockheed 117 Nighthawk
Stealth Fighter. This book is packed with stunning images, expert analysis,
and fascinating insights into the development, design, and operational
history of the Nighthawk.

Image Gallery



A Lockheed 117 Nighthawk Stealth Fighter flying in formation.
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The Lockheed 117 Nighthawk Stealth Fighter on the runway.
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The Lockheed 117 Nighthawk Stealth Fighter in flight.
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