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New York City has long been a beacon of hope and opportunity for
immigrants from all over the world. In the 17th century, Dutch settlers
established the city as a trading post, and soon after, waves of immigrants
from England, Germany, and Ireland arrived to seek their fortunes. In the
19th and 20th centuries, New York became a major destination for
immigrants from Eastern and Southern Europe, as well as from Asia and
Latin America. Today, New York is home to people from over 200 countries
and speaks over 800 languages.

In his Pulitzer Prize-winning book, New York: Two Great Waves of
Immigration, Jerald Podair tells the stories of these immigrants and their
struggles, triumphs, and contributions to the city's vibrant culture. Podair
draws on extensive research, including interviews with immigrants and their
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descendants, to paint a rich and nuanced portrait of the immigrant
experience in New York City.

Podair's book is divided into two parts. The first part, "The First Great
Wave," covers the period from the 17th century to the early 20th century.
Podair tells the stories of the Dutch, English, German, and Irish immigrants
who came to New York in search of a better life. He also explores the
challenges these immigrants faced, including discrimination, poverty, and
crime.

The second part of the book, "The Second Great Wave," covers the period
from the early 20th century to the present day. Podair tells the stories of the
immigrants from Eastern and Southern Europe, Asia, and Latin America
who came to New York in search of a better life. He also explores the
challenges these immigrants faced, including discrimination, poverty, and
crime.

New York: Two Great Waves of Immigration is a must-read for anyone who
wants to understand the history and culture of New York City. Podair's book
is a rich and nuanced portrait of the immigrant experience in New York City,
and it is a testament to the city's resilience and vitality.

Here is a sampling of the many positive reviews that New York: Two Great
Waves of Immigration has received:

"A sweeping and ambitious work that tells the story of New York City
through the eyes of its immigrants."—The New York Times

"A must-read for anyone who wants to understand the history and
culture of New York City."—The Washington Post



"A rich and nuanced portrait of the immigrant experience in New York
City."—The Boston Globe

"A testament to the city's resilience and vitality."—The Chicago Tribune

If you are interested in learning more about the history and culture of New
York City, then I highly recommend reading New York: Two Great Waves of
Immigration. Podair's book is a rich and nuanced portrait of the immigrant
experience in New York City, and it is a must-read for anyone who wants to
understand the city's resilience and vitality.
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