
Sabotaging Hitler's Atomic Bomb: Norway
1942-44 Raid 50
In 1942, the Nazis launched a secret operation to build an atomic bomb in
Norway. The project, codenamed "Project Nordlicht," was led by Werner
Heisenberg, one of the world's leading physicists. If successful, Project
Nordlicht would have given the Nazis a devastating new weapon that could
have turned the tide of World War II.
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The British government was aware of the Nazi atomic bomb project and
was determined to stop it at all costs. In October 1942, a team of British
commandos and Norwegian resistance fighters launched a daring raid on
the heavy water plant at Vemork, Norway. The plant was producing heavy
water, which was essential for the production of an atomic bomb. The raid
was a success, and the plant was destroyed. This setback delayed the
Nazi atomic bomb project by several months.
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In February 1944, the British launched a second raid on Vemork. This time,
the commandos were tasked with destroying the plant's production
facilities. The raid was again a success, and the plant was completely
destroyed. This time, the Nazis were unable to rebuild the plant, and the
atomic bomb project was effectively ended.

The raids on Vemork were a major turning point in World War II. They
prevented the Nazis from developing an atomic bomb, and they helped to
ensure the Allied victory. The raids are a testament to the courage and
determination of the British commandos and Norwegian resistance fighters.

The Commandos

The British commandos who carried out the raids on Vemork were some of
the most elite soldiers in the world. They were specially trained for
sabotage and guerrilla warfare. The commandos were led by Major John
Durnford-Slater, a highly decorated veteran of the Burma campaign.

The Norwegian Resistance Fighters

The Norwegian resistance fighters who assisted the British commandos
were members of the Milorg, a secret organization that fought against the
Nazi occupation of Norway. The Milorg provided the commandos with
intelligence and logistical support. They also played a key role in the raids
on Vemork, providing manpower and expertise.

The Legacy of Raid 50

The raids on Vemork are considered to be one of the most successful
sabotage missions in history. They prevented the Nazis from developing an
atomic bomb, and they helped to ensure the Allied victory in World War II.



The raids are a testament to the courage and determination of the British
commandos and Norwegian resistance fighters.

The legacy of Raid 50 lives on today. The site of the Vemork plant is now a
museum, and it is a popular tourist destination. The museum tells the story
of the raids and their impact on the war. It is a reminder of the importance
of courage, determination, and sacrifice in the face of adversity.
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