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In his groundbreaking book, The Fight to Vote, Michael Waldman
chronicles the century-long struggle for voting rights in America. From the
Reconstruction era to the present day, Waldman tells the story of the
activists, politicians, and ordinary citizens who fought to ensure that all
Americans have the right to participate in our democracy.

The Reconstruction Era

After the Civil War, the passage of the 15th Amendment to the Constitution
granted African Americans the right to vote. However, this right was soon
undermined by white supremacists who used violence, intimidation, and
fraud to prevent black Americans from exercising their franchise.

In response to these efforts, civil rights activists launched a campaign to
protect the voting rights of African Americans. Led by organizations such as
the NAACP and the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
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(SNCC),these activists organized voter registration drives, challenged
discriminatory laws, and fought for the passage of federal legislation to
protect voting rights.

The Jim Crow Era

Despite the passage of the 15th Amendment, the Jim Crow era saw a
resurgence of efforts to disenfranchise African Americans. Southern states
passed a series of laws that made it difficult for black Americans to register
to vote, such as poll taxes, literacy tests, and all-white primaries.

These laws were often enforced with violence and intimidation. Black
Americans who tried to vote were beaten, jailed, and even killed. In some
cases, entire communities were burned down in retaliation for black voter
participation.

The Civil Rights Movement

The Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s marked a turning point
in the fight for voting rights. Led by Martin Luther King Jr. and other civil
rights leaders, the movement used nonviolent protest and civil
disobedience to challenge segregation and discrimination.

One of the key goals of the Civil Rights Movement was to secure the right
to vote for all Americans. In 1964, Congress passed the Civil Rights Act,
which outlawed discrimination in voting and other areas of public life. The
following year, Congress passed the Voting Rights Act, which provided
federal oversight of voter registration and elections in areas with a history
of discrimination.

The Voting Rights Act



The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was a landmark piece of legislation that has
been credited with dramatically increasing voter turnout among African
Americans and other minority groups. The law outlawed discriminatory
practices such as poll taxes, literacy tests, and all-white primaries.

The Voting Rights Act has been reauthorized several times over the years,
but it has also faced numerous legal challenges. In 2013, the Supreme
Court struck down a key provision of the law that required certain states
with a history of discrimination to obtain federal approval for changes to
their voting laws.

The Fight Continues

The fight for voting rights is an ongoing one. Despite the progress that has
been made, there are still efforts to suppress the vote, particularly among
minority groups. In recent years, we have seen a rise in voter ID laws, cuts
to early voting, and other measures that make it harder for people to cast a
ballot.

The fight to vote is not just about ensuring that all Americans have the right
to participate in our democracy. It is also about protecting the very
foundation of our democracy. When we make it harder for people to vote,
we undermine the principles of equality and representation that our country
was founded on.

As Michael Waldman writes in The Fight to Vote, "The right to vote is not a
gift from the government. It is a right that we have fought for and won, and
it is a right that we must continue to fight for."
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