Transcription and Description of the Widow
Pension File of Laura Ann Curtis

The Widow Pension File of Laura Ann Curtis offers a captivating glimpse
into the life and legacy of a woman who endured the hardships of war and
the loss of her beloved husband. This remarkable collection of documents,
meticulously preserved in the National Archives, provides a wealth of
information that sheds light on her personal journey, her family's sacrifices,
and the complexities of navigating the pension system during the
tumultuous aftermath of the American Civil War.
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The transcription of Laura Ann Curtis's pension file faithfully captures the
handwritten records and signatures contained within the original
documents. Every detail has been carefully transcribed, preserving the
nuances of language, spelling, and grammar. This meticulous approach
ensures that researchers and historians have access to the unvarnished
account of her life and experiences.

Description:

The description accompanying the transcription provides a comprehensive
overview of the file's contents, organizing the documents into logical
sections. Each section is meticulously analyzed, highlighting key
information and providing context for the reader. This descriptive approach
enhances the usability of the file, enabling researchers to quickly locate
and interpret the specific details they are seeking.

Section 1: Personal and Family History

This section delves into Laura Ann Curtis's personal and family
background, including her birth, marriage, and children. It establishes her
connection to her husband's military service and provides insight into the
family's circumstances before and during the war.

Section 2: Military Service and Pension Application

This section documents Laura Ann's husband's military service, including
his enlistment, unit, and the battles he fought in. It also includes her
application for a widow's pension, detailing her eligibility, financial need,
and the supporting evidence she provided.



Section 3: Correspondence and Affidavits

This section contains a collection of correspondence and affidavits from
various individuals who provided testimony and evidence in support of
Laura Ann's pension application. These documents offer valuable insights
into her character, her husband's service, and the community's perceptions
of the family.

Section 4: Pension Certificate and Payment Records

This section includes the official pension certificate issued to Laura Ann,
along with records of her pension payments. These documents provide
evidence of her financial assistance from the government and the duration
of her pension benefits.

Historical Significance:

Laura Ann Curtis's Widow Pension File is not merely a collection of
historical documents; it is a testament to the resilience of the human spirit
amidst adversity. Her story serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made by
families during wartime and the challenges faced by widows and orphans in
its aftermath.

The file also sheds light on the complexities of the widow's pension system,
highlighting the bureaucratic hurdles and eligibility requirements that
wartime survivors had to navigate. It offers valuable insights into the social
and economic conditions of the post-Civil War era.

Genealogical and Historical Research:



The Widow Pension File of Laura Ann Curtis is an invaluable resource for
genealogists and historians. It provides a rich source of information for
tracing family lineages, understanding military service, and exploring the
experiences of individuals during a pivotal period in American history.

Researchers can use the transcription and description of the file to locate
specific details about Laura Ann Curtis, her family, and her husband's
military service. The correspondence and affidavits offer personal accounts
and firsthand observations that can enrich genealogical and historical
research.

The Widow Pension File of Laura Ann Curtis is a compelling and deeply
informative historical document that offers a glimpse into the life of a
remarkable woman and the enduring legacy of the American Civil War. Its
meticulous transcription and detailed description make it an essential
resource for researchers, historians, and anyone interested in the human
experience during wartime and its aftermath.

By preserving and sharing this valuable file, we honor the memory of Laura
Ann Curtis and her family, while contributing to our understanding of the
sacrifices and challenges faced by those who lived through one of
America's most transformative conflicts.
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