
Transgender Jewish Naomi Zeveloff: A
Trailblazing Force in Orthodox Feminism
Naomi Zeveloff, a transgender Jewish woman, has emerged as a beacon
of hope and inspiration within the Orthodox Jewish community. Her journey
of self-discovery, resilience, and advocacy for LGBTQ+ rights has made
her a trailblazing force in Orthodox feminism.

Early Life and Gender Identity

Naomi was assigned male at birth and grew up in a traditional Orthodox
Jewish home. From a young age, she felt a deep disconnect between her
assigned gender and her internal sense of self. As a child, she preferred
playing with dolls and dressing up in her mother's clothes, behaviors that
were discouraged and considered inappropriate for a boy in her community.
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Despite the discomfort and confusion she experienced, Naomi did not fully
understand her gender identity until she was in her early 20s. She began
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exploring her feelings and researching transgender experiences, which led
her to the realization that she was a woman trapped in a man's body.

Coming Out and Transition

Coming out as transgender was an incredibly difficult and emotional
process for Naomi. She feared rejection and ostracism from her family,
friends, and community. However, driven by a deep sense of authenticity
and determination to live her truth, she decided to transition medically and
socially.

In 2008, Naomi began hormone replacement therapy, which helped her
body align with her female gender identity. She also underwent gender-
affirming surgeries to reshape her chest and remove facial hair.

Navigating the Orthodox Community

Naomi's transition within the Orthodox community was met with a range of
reactions. While some individuals were supportive and accepting, others
struggled to understand and reconcile her gender identity with their
religious beliefs.

Naomi faced challenges in finding employment within the Orthodox
community, as many organizations were hesitant to hire a transgender
employee. However, she remained steadfast in her faith and found support
from a small circle of rabbis and mentors who believed in her.

Advocacy for LGBTQ+ Rights



As Naomi's confidence and sense of self grew, she became increasingly
vocal about her experiences as a transgender Jewish woman. She began
sharing her story with others, advocating for greater acceptance and
inclusion of LGBTQ+ individuals within the Orthodox community.

In 2016, Naomi co-founded the Jewish Orthodox Feminist Alliance
(JOFA),an organization dedicated to promoting gender equality and
LGBTQ+ rights within Orthodox Judaism. Through JOFA, she has
organized workshops, public speaking events, and other initiatives to
educate and engage the Orthodox community on gender diversity.

Challenges and Resilience

Naomi's journey has not been without its challenges. She has faced
discrimination, prejudice, and even physical threats from those who oppose
her gender identity and advocacy work.

However, Naomi has remained resilient and unwavering in her commitment
to making the Orthodox community a more welcoming and inclusive place
for all. She has found strength in her faith, her connection to the Jewish
community, and the unwavering support of her loved ones.

Inspiring a New Generation

Naomi Zeveloff has become a role model and inspiration for countless
transgender Jewish individuals and allies. Her story has helped raise
awareness about gender diversity within the Orthodox community and has
empowered others to embrace their true selves.



Through her advocacy work and personal example, Naomi is paving the
way for a more just and equitable Orthodox Judaism that values the dignity
and rights of all individuals, regardless of their gender identity or sexual
orientation.

Naomi Zeveloff's journey as a transgender Jewish woman is a testament to
the power of resilience, authenticity, and unwavering advocacy. Her story
challenges traditional gender norms and encourages us to embrace
diversity and inclusion within our communities.

As a trailblazing force in Orthodox feminism, Naomi Zeveloff continues to
inspire and motivate others to live their lives with integrity, courage, and
compassion. Her work is a beacon of hope for a future where all LGBTQ+
individuals can feel valued and celebrated in religious communities around
the world.
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