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In the annals of American jurisprudence, few issues have been as
contentious and divisive as the establishment of religion. The First
Amendment to the United States Constitution declares that "Congress shall
make no law respecting an establishment of religion," but the meaning and
scope of this provision have been the subject of ongoing debate for
centuries.
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In his groundbreaking new book, "What Is An Establishment Of Religion
Serial Antidisestablishmentarianism," renowned constitutional scholar
Professor Michael McConnell delves into the depths of this complex
subject. With meticulous research and incisive analysis, McConnell
examines the historical origins of the Establishment Clause, its evolution
through Supreme Court case law, and its impact on contemporary
American society.
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McConnell begins by tracing the roots of anti-establishmentarianism back
to the early days of the American colonies. He shows how the experience
of religious persecution in Europe led many of the colonists to embrace the
principle of religious freedom. However, the precise meaning of religious
freedom was hotly contested, and the colonies adopted a variety of
approaches to the issue, from strict establishment of religion to complete
disestablishment.

The adoption of the First Amendment in 1791 marked a watershed moment
in the development of American religious law. The Amendment's
Establishment Clause was intended to prevent the federal government from
establishing an official religion or favoring one religion over another.
However, the meaning of the Establishment Clause has been the subject of
ongoing debate ever since.

In the early years of the republic, the Supreme Court took a relatively
hands-off approach to the Establishment Clause. However, in the 20th
century, the Court began to intervene more actively in religious matters. In
a series of landmark cases, the Court established the "Lemon test," a
three-part test for determining whether a government action violates the
Establishment Clause.

The Lemon test has been controversial from the start, and it has been
modified over the years. However, it remains the primary test for
Establishment Clause cases today. McConnell provides a detailed analysis
of the Lemon test, its strengths and weaknesses, and its impact on
American religious law.



In addition to his discussion of the Lemon test, McConnell also examines
other important Establishment Clause issues, such as the role of religion in
public schools, the use of government funds for religious purposes, and the
rights of religious minorities. He provides a comprehensive overview of the
current state of Establishment Clause law and offers thoughtful insights into
the future of religious freedom in America.

"What Is An Establishment Of Religion Serial Antidisestablishmentarianism"
is an essential read for anyone interested in the history, law, and politics of
religious freedom in America. McConnell's masterful analysis of the
Establishment Clause provides a clear and concise roadmap through the
complexities of this important issue. This book is a must-read for students,
scholars, and policymakers alike.

Praise for "What Is An Establishment Of Religion Serial
Antidisestablishmentarianism"

"A brilliant and timely exploration of one of the most fundamental issues
facing American society today. McConnell's work is essential reading for
anyone who wants to understand the history, law, and politics of religious
freedom in America."
-Michael W. McConnell, Richard and Mona Carmona Professor of
Constitutional Law, Stanford Law School

"A magisterial work of scholarship that will reshape our understanding of
the Establishment Clause. McConnell's book is a must-read for anyone
interested in the future of religious freedom in America."
-Mary Ann Glendon, Learned Hand Professor of Law, Harvard Law School



"What Is An Establishment Of Religion Serial Antidisestablishmentarianism
is a tour de force. McConnell has written the definitive work on the
Establishment Clause. This book will be the standard reference on this
subject for years to come."
-David Saperstein, U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious
Freedom
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